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"Good bye, dear," said Mr. Job Gunther. ns !
he folded tne dear one to his breast. J
The dear one above mentioned was Miss

Sarr.h McKensie, and she lived in the town ot 1

Baroo, and she was an only child, and lived
with hnr father and mother, whom she loved '

very much, but not quite as much as she did 1

Job.
And so when Job said good bye,she said good 1

bye, and when he folded her to his breast she ! '

folded him to her breast, and then tbev kissed,
and oh, what a long, long kiss it was ! It didn't
ecm as though th**y would ever get their lips

apart, but they did. at d they unfolded them- !
selves, and Job snatched up bis carpet bap, and
then he snaUhcd up bia overcoat, and snatch- !
ing out his watch, be said :

"1 have only fiverainutes to reach the depot,"
and he snatched another kiss and ran.

"Adieu, Job," cried Sarah. "Write often." j
" I will, darling," answered Job, and just

then darted around the corner, and Sarah
turned and closed the door, and went back into
the breakfast room, where Mr. ^IcKenzie was

eating muffins and hard boiled epgs, drinkingstrong coffee, and reading the morning
paper.

"Alow long is Job going to be gone?" inquiredMr. McKenxie,looking up from his paper
w as Sarah came in.

"Two months," she replied, and immediately
a freshet of ttars inundated her countenance,
and came very near floating her Woee off from
her face.

"Weil, well, don't cry, my dear," said Mr.
McKeuzie, patting her gently on the back. '

"Two months will soon away, and
then "

"And then," interrupted Mrs,. McKenlic, j
who had just come into the rooih, " thcr'll be j
a wedding."
"And Miss Sarah Mi Kenzie will beno more,"

cried tbe old gentleman, still patting bis daughteron tbe back. It was a habit he had got
into, owing to a habit his wife had of swallowingthings the wrong way and choking herself.
He had been obliged to pat ber on the back so
much that now he didn't feel really at case unlesshe had a back to pat.
There's something very consoling in the men-

tion of a wedding, 1 fancy, particularly to the
/ person who is goiDg to take one of the principal

parts in the said wedding. It had such an

effect upon Sarah, certainly, for she*stopped
winking at one, and soon began to dry her eyes (
with her cambric pocket hankerchief.

"There, there, barah, now we'll fini-h our

breakfast, won't we?"
Aud Sarah said she would, and sat down to ;,

the table; and while she is sipping her coffee
wnd devouring muffins, if vou've no objections.
iny jolly reader, we'll talk over matters and
things, and perhaps I will tell you something 1,
about Job.

I intended to let you take a peep at Sarah
while she was eating her breakfast, because j,
he's such a pretty woman that she's really i
worth looking at, usually ; tut unfortunately,
tears always spoil her good looks for the time
being. You notice cow how red and swollen
her nose looks, and it shines, too. like a glass
bottle; and then her eyes-.well, I'll tell you
about Job.

Job Gunther hadn't any father. 1 suppose
he had had one, but at the time I speak of he
was entirely destitute of the article. He had
a brother, and his name was Joseph, but he
wasn't the one you are thinking of. Job's
brother didn't wear a coat of many colors. Joe
was satisfied w ith a coat of one color, and be
didn't care a snap what color it was. if it was

only fact.
Job and Joe were both born in Ripplestone, j

and there they grew te manhood, and Joe he
went into the dry goods business, and then he
got married, and then he enlarged his busi- [
ness, and then, as the years rulled on he be- !
ran to think that Rinnlestone wa9 too small
for a man of his abilities, and be began to
think seriously of going to some city. He
did not care what city, if it was only big
enough.

"

11
Meantime Job wasn't quite as successful as

i liis brother. For ten years he had been in the
employ of the Bazoo Manufacturing Company

» and though his salary had been small at first, j
it was not sufficiently large, be thought, to
warrant him in taking a very important step
in life. This warrantable 9tep wan « s4ep iuto
matrimony. 1

Mr. Job Gunther had loved Miss Sarah Mc-
\ Kenzie for nine yeurs seven months and four-

teen days, when suddenly the idea dawned upon 1

him that his salary was not sufficient to sup-
port a small family. 1

Job was a man that never allowed an idea to
strike him twice. lie went directly to Sarah's J
house, and she invited him into the parlor. >

f 41 Sarah." said Job, "I have loved you for a «

longtime." «

44How long?" she inquired.
ik For nine years seven months and fourteen »

days," Job replied promptly. |44 And 1 have loved yon a long time," said
Sarah.

Job didn't ask her how lung, though he want,ad to. He only said: |44 Well, do you love now ?"
44 Yes, Job, I do." j"And you will be Mrs. Gunther?" i
441 will.";
" Good," cried Job. "And now let us settle j

the rest of tho business. Two weeks to-day I
start for the West. 1 shall be gone two months
upon business for the company. When I return,we will be married. Name the day your-
elf, and be sure and take lime enough to get
everything ready."

44 Ob, I could get ready in twenty-four hours
to marry you, Job," cried Sarah, throwing her
lily white arms around his neck, and giving
him a kiss that made b:m blush clear back be- *
hind his ears. s

| You understand from this, that Job hadn't
been kissed a great deal. No, Job wasn't, or a

hadn't been a kissing man, and Sarah's attack
rather confused him. But he tallied very soon,
and said :

44 My dear, haviDg loved you as I remarked,
for nine years seven months and fourteen days,
it isn't my intention now to get married in a

harry. 1 sbnli have everything ready before- j
hand."
"0 yes," said Sarah. 4 I'm in no bnrry. O

no. 1 only meant to be understood that although
it would take a long time to marry anybody;
else, I could get ready to marry you in tweflty-
four hours, if it was nece-sary." I

44That's all right," said Job; "and now, if
you've a mind to, yon can do that again."

44Do what?" asked Saruh, opening tor beautifuleyes
44 Why, you know," replied Job, puckering

his lips.
44O ! a kiss?" «

44 M'm."
"There! was it sweet?"
44As sugar. And now about your father.

"Will he have any oljections to ibis little arrangementof ours?"
44 O, no."
44 Well, then it's settled 1 suppose. 1
44 Yes."
And bo these two lovers seated themselves jI on the sofa. and she laid her head on his breast, tI and he laid his head on her head, and he put iiI one arm around her framework, and clasped tI her hand in his, and for two hours and seven- oI teen minutes neither of them m »ved a peg, andI as their conversation was carried on the softest pI kind of whimpers, of course I can't tell you tI what was said, and, luckily for my story it iiImakes little difference.I Mr. Job (junther was a very methodical young oI man. Finding himself the accepted lover of nI one of the sweetest girls that ever wore a wI switch, and realizing that he had only two t!I weeks to he with her prior to an absence of twoI months, be felt it to be his duty, not only to aI himself, but to the beloved one, to spend as hft much of his precious time as he could in herI company, and so he passed two hours and siI seventeen minutes every evening in her society, aI and before the expiration of the two weeks he wI Lad xnade such proficiency in the art of love, wI that he could kiss almost as well as you can, aI my lovely reader. AI We lett Sarah at breakfast, and as I've noth- tlI ing for her to do for the space of two months,I except to read Job's letters and write answers, pI you in ay suppose that she sat at that table foreight weeks, If y u want to. I don't say that fishe did. It is barely possible that she did not, 1 si

| but as I don't know, 1 decline to say anything kI about it, because 1 consider that I am respon* | clI sible for every statement that 1 make. atIAll I know is, that she was sitting at thatI eame table on a certain fine morning, just aboutj piI' two months from the time when we saw her j uft there before, and she was eating buckwheat m

akes and maple sirup, and she was all alone, ce

rhen suddenly the doorbell rang. *1'
As doorbells generally do ring suddenly, she if

rasn't surprised in the least, but her heart beat
iolentbp when she thought that it might be fii
fob. £be knew that he was on the way home, hi
md he might drop in any moment.
She rose quickly from her chair (if she had w

:>een sitting there two months. I guess her b
oints felt rather stiff) and hurried to the door, tl
*'Why, good morning. Miss Crixy. Walk

right in." j v
A .A Ui'oa Oi-!*b /ti,t nrallr rio4it in and t!
AUU BU Wino VI i.ij MIV» **«* » .

Sarah handed her a chair, and asked her to be
leated. j *'

You never knew the Crixys? No. I thought
not. There were fourteen in the family, all ^
aid maids, the voungest, Althea, being thirty- j
five.

*

n

'1 his was Althea. She was a tall, dark com-

plexioned woniau, with small blaok eyes, and p
a small thin nose, and a pair of thin puckered ii

lips ; and she was never known to carry goo 1 r

news into a house, and therefore she never went
into a house unless she had bad news. c

"1 was down to Boston yesterday," said she, p
her small black eyes twinkling with delight.
"Ah, indeed I" ! v
44 Yes, I went down to do some shopping, b

But whom do you thiok I saw there?"
44 Why, rra not sure ; I can't guess. Was f

it anyone that 1 knew?" asked Sarah.
441 l*lieve so," returned Miss Crixy. a

,4A gentleman or a lady ?"
44A gentleman, or, at least, I suppose he calls

himself one, though I have my opinions about 1

44 It wasn't Mr. Fobbs ?"
44 O, no. It was a man that left towu two 5

months ago. He said be was going West on

business, and I understood he was going to 1
marry a certaiu young lady of his town w hen >
he returned." .

44 You don't mean Job?" cried Sarah, openingto the w ildest extent her boautii'ul hazel }
eyes. ! 1

441 don't mean anybody else," said Miss i

Crixy.
*

I
44 Then he'll be home to-day." i
4* I don't know about that. He didn't speak t

to me. lie didn't recognize me in Boston, j
though I believe he does know my name when r

he is in Bazoo. Perhaps he thought I didn't
know him." t

4 Why, how you talk, Miss Crixy ! Job isn't
a bit proud, and I am sure if ho had seen

' j
you "i

44Seen me! Why, I spoke to hira, and ho
looked me right in the face, and theu he blnshed t

and turned away without saying a word. But f

the rrpfttnre that wa* with him looked nt me i

sharp enough, and I heard her ask him who 1 »

was." i

"You don't mean to say that there was nj
woman with him?" cried Saruh, turning very
red and then very pale.
"Well, I do; and she wasn't a bit too re a

spectable either, I calculate," said Miss Crixv. \

"O Miss Crixy, yon must have been nns
taken. It could not have been Job, 1 am sure. \

And with a woman, too ! O, Job wouldn't do |
any such thing." I I
"O well, if you don't want to believe me,

you needn't. I am sure it's nothing to me what
Job (iunther does or where he goes, or what
company he keeps. 1 heard that you and Job
were engaged, and I thought it would be only
a kindness to let you know just what kind of a

man lie was. 1 felt it to be my duty to put you
on your guard, and now that I've done my duty, d
I guess I'll go: and if you'd rather believe Job r

than tue, you can, but you'll find him out soon s
er or later, take my word for that;" and Mis* a

Crixv got up and started for the door.v
"If 1 was only sure that it was Job," said i

Sarah.
"O, 1 don't suppose it was," cried Miss Crixy, u

sarcastically. "1 won't believe my own eyes, e

Probably it was some other man, or perhaps 1 a
didn't see any mau at all. I might have known s
.1 . : i j_t. I i i i /i i
turn n comuu i nave oeen joo, any way. uoou f
morning, Miss McKenzie,*' and Miss Crixy (
flounced out of the house, and went away in a

high dudgeon.
The moment she disappeared Sarah burst e

into tears. She cried for fifteen minutes, and t
and then she began to dry her tears and com- i
rnenced thinking. She had always had the t
most unlimited faith in Job, and she couldn't a

bring herself to believe at first but that Miss
Crixy had been mistaken. Of course she had d
seen somebody, and that somebody must have k
looked like Job, but that it was Job she would e
not believe. At least she said she wouldn't. *

She said so several times, and the more she said h
eo, the more she did not believe. j e

I am inclined to think that Miss Sarah v
McKenzie was not naturally of a jealous dis a

position. Like the General Othello of Venice, 1;
she was ''one not jealous, but, being wrought, d
perplexed in the extreme." She was most r

thoroughly perplexed, and the only way to free s

herself from her perplexity was to go in search t
:>f Job. li
But where should she go ? If she went to

Boston, she felt that it was very doubtful n
ibout her finding him, even if he was there ; C
ind he might, return to Bazoo in her absence, a
ind.but never mind, she resolved to go. o
She arrived in the city about noon, and im

1 » * *

neuiaieiy commenceu urr searcn. 1 aon t u

tnow whether she went to work ou the mo*t n

approved plan or not. Perhaps she didn't
iave any plan at all. I only know that ehe walk- j h>d up and down all the principlal streets first, s
md then she went into some of the more re- n
:ired ones, and she glanced hastily at every
nan she met as she went along. And so she j<
pent the afternoon, and still she had seen noth- e

ng of Job. »i
It was just about six o'clock when Sarah s<

cached the corner of Y street. She didn't n
tnow which way to go. She wa9 tired and dis- i'
;ouraged, and she began to blame herself for b
luspecting Job. I think she was almost tempt- u
?d to call MissCrixy hard names,and she wished si
die had never left Bazoo on such a fool's er-
and, at least, and she determined to return h
lome at once. j c
" I'll go up this street, as I've got plenty of lc

.ime, aud then I'll go right to the depot," she it
laid. |d
It was a very quiet street, as Sarah observed, fc

tnd the people who lived on it were, to all out- c
vard appearance, very respectable folks. Men h
vith some money, but no nabobs, who lived o

mmfortably, but made no show in the world. d
Sarah walked along slowly, glanced care- r<

essly at the names on the doorplutes until she tr
tad nearly reached the upper end of the streot h
vhen.ai

' Gunther! J. Guuther!" she exclaimed, w

ubbiug her eyes. ei
There it was, the name, staring at her from j e;

he doorplate of the house just before her. cl
At this moment a little girl came to the door, fi

irving, "papal papal" and the girl was.oh, on
here was no use in denying it.the very pic- b
ure of Job! And, as if to make assurance y<
loubly sure, that very instant a man brushed by
ier, run up the steps, caught the child in his w

irrns and kissed her. and that man was.oh hi
leavens! it was, it was, she was sure it was di
foli Guother! ct

Now, my most beautiful reader (if you are of si
he feminine gender,) I should like to ask you, di
n confidence, how would you feel now, just as hi
ou have got everything ready for the wedding,
ust as you are about to tuke your dear Frede- G
ick Augustus for better or worse.how would fa
:ou feel to find that the beloved one was a mariedman, and the father of a family? id

I want you to ask yourself this question, be- b!
au<e in no other way can you realize the feel- in
ngs of Miss Sarah McKenzie when she made si
bis very important and startling discovery se
nectioned above. ai
M ins McKenzie was of a very nervous tern- tii

erament. 1 don't know whether 1 have men- at
iooed this before or not, but such was the fact, of
ihe was one of that kind of women who fly all in
o pieces about once a month, (she wasut one
f those that take themselves to pieces every of
ight.oh, no!) and she was just one of those fo
roiuen whom I should rather live with a week y«
ban a fortnight. , fo
I'm fairly ashamed of myself for talking so sa

bout my heroine, but I will tell the truth if 1 W
ave to spoil the atory. sp
But I want you to understand me. I merely au

»y that Sarah was of a nervous temperament, 1 <

ud Fin sure that's nothing very bad, She T<
'as the most agreeable woman I ever met,
'ithout any exception, for a single evening ; pc
nd she was pretty, and but she would fly. tb
itid she flew now, right up the steps, through zni
le hall, and into the sitting room. mi

O, must I tell it? I believe I will, but tny ne
en fairly blushes while I write. tb
There be was in the arms of the most beauti- an

ll woman that Miss Sarah McKenzie ever tb
iw. And she was kissing him, and he was

issing her, while the three very interestingiildren were gathered around them, screaming pc
L the top of their littls voicee, " Papa, papa! on
It was really too bad to spoil such a loving to'
icture of domestic bliss, considering the scarci- tai
r of such pictures ; but Sarah never did care th
ucb about high art, and she was feeling ex w(

edingiy nervous, and so she flew at Mr. Gunierwith a determination to spoil hi? picture,
she couldn't do anything else.
uO, you scamp !" cried Sarah, fixing her taper
ngers in Gunther's hair and pulling out huge
andfuls.
Mr. Gunther's first thought was that she
anted to collect enough for a hair mattress,
at when she called him a scamp he hegau to
link there must be seme mistake.

O, you villain ! to try to marry an innocent
oung girl when you are already married,' and
be hair flew wor?e than before.
Mrs. Gunther fainted, and the children

creamed, hut Sarah persisted.
"Why. whv.woman, you're mad!'' yelled

Ir. Gunther. "1 don't know you."
44 Don't know me! Then I'll make yon know

le." and again the hair flew.
But just at this moment an ther actor apearedupon the scene. Hp had been reading

n the library, but, hearing the racket, he had
ushed out to ledrn the cause.
" Why, what's ail litis ?" cried lie ; and then

atcbing a glimpse of the face of the aggressive
arty, 4- Sarah ! are you crazy ?"
Sarah stopped suddenly at the sound of that

oice, aud looked behind her. Then she looked
cfore her, and then

44 Don't you know me, Surah ?" a^ked Job,
or it was he.

44 Which is which !'' she asked, feeling con

iderably confused.
44 Why, I'm Job," said the new comer.

And I'm Joe, or I was a few minutes ago.
But tear my hair cut if I know who I am now,

aid Joseph.
44 And you are not married. Job '" mked

^arab.
44 Why of course I am not. 1 was going to

Bazoo to morrow for the purpose of marrying
'ou. Hut didn't you know love, that Joe was

nv twin brother
",4 Yes, I knew it. but I didn't suppose that

rou looked so much alike, and then I didn't
(Dow that he was living in Boston, and this
noruing I heard that you were litre.Miss
Jrixy said she saw you here, on the strict with
i woniun. I came down to see about it," mid
md Sarah burst into tears.

44 Well, well, Surah, don't cry. It is all right
iow any way. Brother Joe, let me make you
acquainted with thesoeiito be Mrs. Job (.junker."

44 I've met her before," said Joe, who had
ust restored his beautiful wife to cousciuusiess.
But lie entue forward and took her hand and

saidi^Tht although he hud been the greatest
.'offerer, he would agree to say nothing about
lam ages, provided MUs McKenzie would
igree to buy hitn a wig in ea*e lie should ever

leed one.
4< I agree," said Sarah, drying her eye".
4* And 1 will be her bondsman," said Job.
44 Well, then, peace and harmony being rc

itored, let us go to supper and Joe led tinvnyto the dining room.
It is only necessary to say that there was a

vedding in Bazoo shortly alter, and the hap
jiest man tlmre was Job Hunt her, ami the hap
nest woman was his bride.

44 itu.HAi: i\ i.host*r*

A Kr mtiilsrr net or Virginia HurliiK lii«\\hi A 'I rut Story.

Believe in ghosts? Well, no; I can't say 1
lo, uml yet something 1 saw in Virginia, one

light, during the war. somewhat staggered tne,
md i have never exactly known what to think
ibout it. i know, though, that Tom Fairfax
vould cwoar to their ghosts, or at least one

'host, to his entire satisfaction on the subject.
Tell it to you? Certainly, 1 will ; and maybe,

is you are well versed in ghostly lore, you can

ixplaiu what it was we saw.not Tom and 1
done, but hundreds of the boys, f ir were
everul days in the same place, and the whole
>icket line saw it repeatedly. See if any of your
}erman metaphysical works will explain it. I
isk, for it puzzles me.

We were camped on some old tields near the
idge of a den>e wood that was remark aide for
tie w:\ni hi unutrgruwiu ; yuu nmiu >ee >v;iv

nto the thick, cool woods, with nothing hut
he trunks of the trees to obstruct y »ur vision
,3 far as your sight could reach.
The first night we camped there I was ofl

lutv, being ill; we were on the alert, for we

;new the enemy were not far off, ami were

xpecting to ace them at any moment, and our

entries were thrown out to avoid surprise. 1
ieard the alarm during the night from tin- pick
ts, and the stir in the c&inp. but was too unrellto get up and see about it, aw 1 found the
larm was not general, ami the next morning
utrghed heartily at the tain of a ghost having
riven in the pickets; but when the thing was

epeated the ensuing night, 1 began to think
ouie one was playing practical j -kes.either
he men or some one who wauted to puss the
ine.
Chi the third uight 1 was able to stand sentry

lyaelf, and Tom Fairfax and 1 requested the
lolonel to put us on that road, lie did so;
lid as Tom left me and went on ahead to the
uter post, he laughingly said :
" \V ell, James, old boy, let's find out what

laterial the ghost is made of if n comes U>ight."
.» 4ii »» ioir

/ill n^ui , Jl iji nun yvu, i i* j'nr'i. u

eV flesh and blood I'd not like to be in his
hoes, for I don't intend he shall make a fool of
10."
I forgot to mention that in the distance ad^iningthe field upon which we were encampdwere the ruins of an old time Virginia manionthat had evidently been built in the first

eltlementof the State. The main road Tuningthrough the wood led past this house, but
was not on that road that the specter had
eenseen, but upon a by-road leading to an old
lill on a rapid and deep, and yet very narrow
tream of water.
It was a brilliant starlight night ; the moon
ad sunk to rest, alter showing her silver cresentto the admiring gaze of th -se who loved to
>ok upon nature's beauties; ami the light belgsteady and equal, one could see for a g<»od
istance. Fairfax was stationed near enough
>r me to hear his challenge, should any one
ome that way. In talking the matter over, we
ad both arrived at the conclusion that some
ne was trying to pass the lines, and we wt ro
etermined to catch him, if possible. As time
jlled by and nothing came, I gradually ceased
> think of it; and my thoughts reverted to
ome and its loved ones, doubly dear to me,
nd the form of a dear little blue-eyed darling,
ho was waiting my return with auxious, pray-
rful heart, was very palpable to my mind's
pe; and so deeply wa* I absorbed that Tom's
ballenge of "Who goes there? speak, or I'll
re on you !" fell upon my ear without drawing
ly attention to it till startled by the report of
is gun, and, after a moment's dead silence, a
ell so thrilling that it curdled my blood.
Looking down the road I saw running to
ard me on foot, to whose usual fleetness fear
ad added lightning speed, Tom Fairfax, the
&untless hero-of a hundred hairbreadth esipe^,and closely following after him glided a

ngular-looking blue light that seemed in the
stance to be a column of flame about six feet
igh.
As Tom reached me lie exclaimed, "Great
od, James, what is it ?' and fell in a dead
int at my feet.
A.i the itiing approached me it took the setnlanceof a headless man wrapped in a pale
ue flame that flickered in the night uir, lookgjust like little tongues of tire licking the
mpe. Though startled nearly out of my senis,I waited ti'l it was within live feet of me,
id tired uiy gun right into its breast. The
une waved and opened, spun up a foot or two,
id then settled hack into the flickering sheet
tire, and the evil thing sped steadily on past
e toward the old mansion down the road.
1 turned to help Tom, and, as I did so, some
the guurd from the uiaiu road reached us :

r, having heard the report ut his gun atid his
ill, followed by uiy gun, they had not waited
r orders, hut hurried to our relief, and they
w the thing as it passed on toward the house,
e carried Tom to camp, senseless, and a nice
ell of braiu fever was the result of his fright ;
d it would take more reasoning power than
ever beard of any one possessing to make
)tn thiuk there are not ghosts.
None of the men would stay a^ne on that
ist, and u squad was left there for the rest of
s night. I fully determined to reach the old
atision and make inquiries about it; but we
oved our quarters in a hurry next day, and 1
ver knew the secret of the headless man and
at road, or what scene ol crime that old mill
d the ruined mansion have shared between
em.

The change in the driuking habits of our

ople is suggested by the testimony of a writer j
old times, who states that " in the little
wu of Northampton " the shops used to re-
1 annually fifty-six hogsheads of rum, some- '

ing like a gallon and a half to every man,
iraan, youth, and infant child.

i-mfcaaaitt.^

w "vl i n jn a

rO\('\ Yoilllg %lf *C'f iOIIH.

1 roubles never come singly. Our Morinnn
fallow citizens «re coming to u realizing sense
of this fact, and don't like it. Congress is after
them with acts. The Executive is after them
with troops. The courts are after them with i
decisions. Saint" fall from grace and establish
a rival church of their own. Commercial
brethren take ungodly profits from the sons of
Zion, and screw the last cent out of Saint with
as little compunction as if he were a miserable '

Gentile. And now. to put the finishing touch
to the list, the young Saints of male and femalegen or have taken to indulging in moonlightwanderings ar.d whispered soft nothings
without consulting prophets and elders. This
has moved to extreme wrath the noted Elder
Orson Pratt.a Haitit uow so well stricken in
years, hence opposed to moonlight rambles
thtough fear of rheumatic twinges, and whose
tailing hearing renders soft whispers, except
through an ear-trumpet, out of the question.
I he sternly virtuous elder begged the attention
of his hearers at the recent semi-annual gatheringwhilst he delivered thi> h an ly on the ethics
of courtship:

It is considered dishonorable in the world
f°r a .V"ung man to marrv a young lady without
the consent of her parents. A y«>ung man who
would do this is guilty of robbery of the meanestdescription. No young man has any right j
to make advances whatever to a young woman 1
without first consulting her parents, ami no

language could portray his contempt tor a per
son who would take any other course. It is
true, ns we Haul In re yesterday, that our young

i men and young women ate, us a general rule,
virtuous, yet the practice that has obtained
here somewhat of young people staying out of
evenings in by-places, courting, arid probably
keeping up that courtship for years, is highly
reprehensible. Those who oppose the true or-
dor ot marriage as revealed by Hod virtually
shut themselves out from a prospect of having
wives and children in eternity."
The Cleveland llerald makes this extract

fr. m the Mormon elder the text of an historij
cal homily upon marriage customs as follows :

Elder Pratt holds that the atreetious of the
young people ate matters of secondary couse-

quenee, and that matrimony, though it may to
a certain extent be allowed an atfuir of the
heart, is after all more an affair of the family
and the church. As ttie church, in Mormon
view, is really the ^tato, Elder Pratt holds, 111

effect, with Plato, that iu choosing a wife every
man ought to consider the interests of the State
rather than his own pleasure. The blood o!
Young America, whether Mormon or (Jentile,
will scarcely run iu that channel.
There were people who actually carried that

principle into action, though it must he con-
fcssed it was a long time ago. The ancient
Assyrians and Babylonians, for instance, as-

aenibied ali the marriageable young girls on
stated occasions and put them up at auction,
one after another, the auctioneer tirst knocking
down the most beautiful to the highest bidder,
and then the next good looking in order, until
the saleable lots were all disposed of. That done
he gave away the plainer featured, sweetening
the dose when the girls were positively ill fa
vored, with a bonus from the fund raised by the
sale ot their prettier sisters. According to
travelers in China in the seventeenth century
the communities on the Chinese Tartary border
varied this system a little. At certain times all
unmarried persons of the proper age were com

pelied to choose between matrimony or retirementfrom the active world, 'those willing to

marry were divided by the officials into three
classes of each sex. the men being graded an

i i.i- 1*1. i:. a

corning lo weauu ami rue women urroruing 10

beauty. The richest thus got the prettiest, but
had to puv tor their good fortune, the money
going to the poor and homely, in proportion to
the class to which they belonged. When all
had been disposed of the young men and maidensmarched off iu pairs like the animals going
into Noah's ark.
The practice of the early Moravians was to

make the choice of a wife an affair of the church,
but the elements of chance was introduced.
The young brother desirous of a helpmate pre
sented his case to the community At a prop
er time the names of all the marriageable sis
tors were put in a hat and shaken up, the name
drawn being the bride, no matter what her
age, temper and personal charuis or otherwise.
The natives of Xuilgherry, in India, made

the choice <»f a wife a pure matter of chance.
When a lot of likely y«»ung men were in a mar-

riageable mood, they assembled ati equal tium
b« r of maidens and cooped them in a hut in the
centre of a large enclosure impervious to sight, i
At a given signal the young men, ranged outsidethe enclosure, each thrust in a pole, and
the young women issunig simultaneously from
the hut, each grasped the pole nearest her.
The collide united by the stick became man
and wife.

In many of the African and Asiatic countriesthe custom of buying a wife is still in
vogue, the peculiar feature in some of them
being that the husband ' buys a pig in a poke,"
never seeing his bride until she is brought home
to him on the wedding day. In some parts ol
t lie East the arrangements are made by a female
broker who examines the girl in the bath, re

ports to the intended buyer, and arranges the
price of a commission. Among the "heathen
Chinese" the broker is generally a man and the
inspection is omitted. In Arabia the brdegroouaarranges matters with the 'old man'
without the girl's knowledge, and all preliini-
naries being" settled, the bridegroom kidnaps
fbe girl and carries her off by force, she biting,
kicking and scratching her husband.
The Australian black did his courtship in a

similar and cheaper fashion. He omitted the
formality of consulting the'old man' and coollyknocked tho bride seuseless with a club and
carried her off. If the father came after her
and agreed to the marriage, he shared the
least and all went merry as a marriage bell, but,
if, on the contrary, he was cantankerous, the
bridegroom knocked the "old man" himself on
the head, or was served in a similar fashion.
Until a generation or tw > ago Irish heiresses
were frequently stolen and married by force,
with a little ceremony, saving the knocking on
the lira 1. The ancient Swedish warriors refill
ed on this ; they waited until somebody else's
bride was on the way to be married, when the
amorous warrior stepped in, knocked the bride-
groom over, and married the girl himself. To
prevent such mishaps tho bridegroom was escortedwith his "best men." arm d with spears,
who did battle for their principal.

In the days of feudalism in France and Eng
land, as well known to all students of the social
history of those times, the wishes of the girl of
high birth wore rarely consulted in matters of
matrimonial arrangements, and in tho case of
very high birth the other sex fared as badly,
betrothments being made in infancy and the

.. laid .. .1 .... . I ^ ...... 'I'
ma i i i u IST-IIJ £ ii'iicu at fin umiy ti^r, i i airs

-I the practice »t 111 »*Xht in royal and "high
lite M circles, the girl in nj >st cases being sold
to the highest bidder.
To conclude this hasty notice of the different

ways in which " Love's young affections" were
not allowed to he developed in different countriesand age-, we give a couple of extracts'
from Knglish and American records that will
make Klder Orson Pratt sigh for the "good old
days." In the 44 laws of the Colony of New
Clyuiouth," under date of 1018, is the follow-
iug : 44 If any man sha 1 make any motion of
marriage to any man's daughter, or may he
servant, without having firit obtained leave and
consent of the parents or masters so to do, shall
he punished either by fine or corporeal punish- (

incut, or both, at the discretion of the bench,
and according to the nature of the offence." |
Lint a-* a salve to the wounds inflicted on the ,

heart and threatened the back ot the amorous (

young Puritan, it was also enacted, * that if a j
motion of marriage he July made to the master, ,
and through any sinister or covetous desire, he ,
will not consent thereunto, then the cause to be ,

made known to the magistrate, and they to set
down such order therein as upon examination
of the case shall appear most equal on both i
sides.''
The other extract is from the town records |

of Dorchester, Kngland, eighteen years later, j
ami exactly meets the complaint of Klder s
Pratt: 4* The lffth of September, 1605. This
day Alice Hill, upon examination is found to

keep company with Philip Bartlett in unreas
onabie time, and saith she will forsake him j
unless he will forsake her. She is ordered not v

I -! : . i A i «

to Keep uira company again wuuuui leave. 01 he plucky Alice prob ably a triced with that r
stutesmau who declared 4,the world is gov- /
erued too much.".Exchange. I

A porter passing near the postoffiee with u jload on iiis shoulders, having unintentionally t1
jostled a man who was going that way, the fel- h
low gave the porter a violent box on the ear,
upon which a gentleman passing exclaimed,
Why, luv friend, will you take that*'' "Take o

it," replied the p«»rter, rubbing his cheek, I.
" dou't you see he has given it to ine?" ! ti

OLi Jti it J\. *

ri;RUTHS AND J^RIFLES.
A literary class.builders ; they are always

finishing stories.

Dangerou* associates.those are 11 dressed to
kill."

It does not follow that the moon has a dollar
because it has four quarters.

Difficult work for a domestic.sweeping the
horizon with the naked eye. j f

\\ hat is a man doing when he blows his own

trumpet ? Raising the wind.
\ ariety is the snice of life. So of a news-

paper, liut neither should be allspice. (
1

Talk of precious stones.the moat valuable
as well as the uiost useful stone in the world is 1

the grind stone.
A man being dissatisfied w ith the bill of an

(expressman, was allowed to express his feelingswithout charge. ' '

The Charleston Courier says a young lady of 1
that place has just celebrated her wooden wed^ding by marrying a blockhead.
You may outlaw the friend of truth, but

truth remains; you may humble the poet, the
artist, ami the Christian, but you cannot debase
poetry, or art, or Christianity.
The memory of noble and useful acts wroughtin early youth is like the coral islands.greenand sunny amidst the melancholy ocean.

An eccentric but observant English traveler
says that he has traveled three times round the
globe and seen but two classes of people.menand women.

If others act the part of tempters, and thus
put themselves in the place of the devil and do
his work, do not you repeat the part of our first
parents by yielding.

It is said that Jersey City has a 44 Temperancebrass hnnil " if* this is iKo nusn

see how any member ran conscientiously 4,tako
a horn."

Himihoi.lt was mistaken in saying that 4'old
letters lose their vitality".nearly every breach
of promise case shows what extremely livelythings old letters sometimes are.

Gardeners mind their peas, actors mind their
cues, but churchwardens, instead of mindingtheir p's and q's, very often give their attention
to their pews and keys.
To know our sins thoroughly is certain to

render us gentle in our judgement of others,
and severe only towards themselves. Theywho are forever seeing and censuring faults in
others and acknowledging none in themselves,show that they have not mastered, as yet, the
rudiments of true curistian education.
n poor it- now was orougni neiore one ot the

police justices recently, charged with being intoxicated.4 * Well, why did you get drunk?"
"See here, was the reply, uttered in a hiccoughand accent of a drunken man; "what did
you give license for?"

Poultry never docs well in a damp place,Where the barn cellar is mostly above ground,is open to the south, aud is warm iu winter, it
makes good poultry house. But it ought to he
"roomy," and some portion of it always clean, jThe secrets of success in poultry raising are
warmth; cleanliness, and leutifu! feeding of
a variety of food.
A spunky laundress lately took a fearful revengeon n customer who had scolded her. She

left his shirt bosoms and cuffs limp as cobweb,and starched the lower extremities till theyresembled cardboard.
44 Sir," said an astonished landlady to a

traveler who had just sent his cup forward for jthe seventh time, 4* you must be very fond of
coffee." 4i Yes, madnme, I am," he replied,
" or I never should have drank so much water j
to get a little."
The story of the woman who has not 9poken

to her husband for twenty years, which has been
going the rounds of the papers of late, has just jreceived a satisfactory explanation. The wo- j
man has not had a husband for twenty vears.

A Kansas girl was standing, hand in hand
with her lover, watching the incoming of the
tirst train on a new railroad. The locomotive
was quiet until it came into the depot, but when
the whistle blew as the engine was stopping, the
girl burst out with the exclamation, 44 Why,la ! she came plumb in afore she bellered
A visitor to a distinguished Chinese physisian

in California got this matter-of-fact couusel :
I think you too much dance, too much eat,
with strong emphasis,] too much fool round,
in a loud voice.] If you dance you no get

better, too much tooling round no good. Uood.
bye." Let us have some more Chinese doctors-
A colored family by the name of Jones settledin a Lake Erie town early in the war, and

us children were horn to them they adopted the
unique idea of giving each one the name of the
first vessel that came in port after it was bom.
The census-taker reports their names as 44 White
Eagle," "Polly," ".lay Cooke," "Tempest," and
"Clad Tidings."
A Qcakkr maiden of Indiana, who had

reached the age of sixty, accepted a matrimonialoffer from a man who belonged to the Presbyterianchurch, and began to prepare for her
ut'ibltinr AH a ilulo.rati.m..« mini vi i i icuvn

waited on her, and remonstrated with her for i
marrying out of meeting. The bride-elect
heard the visitors patiently, and said : 44 Look
here ! I've been waiting just sixty years for the
meeting to marry me, and if the meeting don't
want me to marry out of it, why don't the meetingbring along its boys ?" (

Wesley'* Preaching.
* 11 was, I believe, in October, 1770, and uot

long before his death, that 1 heard John VVes-
ley in the groat round meeting house at Col-
cheater. He stood in a wide pulpit, and on
each aide stood a minister, and the two held him I
up, having their hands under his armpits. His i
feeble voice was hardly audible. Hut his rev- <

erend countenance, especially his long white 1
locks, formed a picture never to tie forgotten', i

fhere was a vastcrowd of lovers and admirers. 1

It was for the most part, pantomine, but th|? (

pautomine went to the heart. Of the kind, 1 '
never saw anything comparable to it in after 1

life.".1*. 19. This incident was never forgottenby Kobinson. He often related it at his owu 1

table, with the addition, that so greatly was
y

Wesley reverenced, that the people stood in
double lines to see him pass through the streets
on his way to the chapel. In a letter writteu at

L

the time to one of his brothers, he gave the (following particulars of the same occurrence : fi
At another time, and uot knowing the mau, 1 f

should almost have ridiculed his figure. Far t
from it now. 1 look upon him with a reaped t
bordering on enthusiasm. After the people hud h

sung one verse of a hyiun, he rose and said : a
It gives me great pleasure to find that you c

have not lost your singing. Neither men nor,
w mien.you have not lost a single note. And
1 hope that by the assistance of that same (Jed
who enables you to sing well, you may do all
other things well." A universal 'Amen' fol-
lowed. At the end of every head of division
of his discourse he finished by a kind af prayer,
ii momentary w ish, as it were, not consisting ef *
more than three or four words, which were al- ¥

ways followed by a universal bu&7<. His dis- ^
ourse was short.the text 1 could not hear. r

After the last prayer he rose up ami addressed
the people upon liberality and sentiment, and
tpoke much against refusing to join any eongre- gnation on account of the difference of opiuion. ulie said, 'If they but fear God. work righteous- tl
ie*s, and keep his commandments, we have ,,

rothing to object to.' ".Henry Crubbe R tbtn- ^
ton. x

n
Nicknames..1 have no patience with the o

ustom. It's bad enough when confined to U
pggliug school girls and the officers of youug ei
adies' literary societies ; but when it is adopted b
)y professional women, and even invades the
inered desk.when we read of Miss S'ettie v<

Sterling und the Kev. Mrs. Maggie Van Cott.it 84

s time to protest. What should we think of a
ike pitiful affectation among men ? How would
t strike us to see the announcement of a new rt

vork by Tommie Carlyle? or to rend the syn- w

ipsis of " an able 9peeeh by Johnny Bright?
>r an advertisement of "The Life and Times of te

Jeorgit Washington?" I believe in Woman's ei

lights, and one of the very first I would have
hem insist upon is the right to exercise a little
lain common sense, arid to be called by the K
lames that were given them when they were

abiea..Runny Rem.

An old Indian, who had witnessed the effect pf whisky for many years, said a barrel label-
jd whisky contained a thousand songs aud fifty
ghts. '
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PROSPECTUS
ok the

NEW NATIONAL ERA. !
FREDERICK DOUGLASS, Edilor

The New Nationai. Era will partake of a twobidnature--that ofan Advocate and an Educator.
an Advocate, it will assort and maintain every

right pertaining to the American citizen, independentof race, color, or accident of birth It

will demand the recognition of these rights
wherever the Constitution extends or the nationalensign waves. As an Educator, its eolurns

will be an especial medium for the effective
diffusion of right principles and much needed in

st ruction. and for the inculcation ofthose habits ot

industry, economy, and self reliance which conrlimo<-» in<tonoiw1enf mnnhiiitil. arul irive vitality
uuvt IV »

and energy to free government, insuring in return

blessings to the governed.
While the editors ofthe New Nation a l Era are

colored men, and the contributors will he mainly
colored, yet the columns will be open tor the
discussion of all questions of vital importance t<

the country by any of its citizens. Communion
tions suitable for publication in these columns,
are solicited from our friends in all parts ot the

country, especially in the Southern Stales.

THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
lrpon all questions involving the especial inter

este of the colored American citizen, the simple
rule of equal justice for all men will govern the

policy ofthe New National Era. It will demand
the recognition of no right for one citizen which
it will not freely accord to every other. It will

oppose any attempt to confer privileges upon a

class, that are withheld from the humblest citizeb
in the land. It will demand for every citizen
equality before the law, and full protection ot

person and property iu every State and Territory
ofthe National Union.
The New National Era will take high ground

upon all public questions, and labor to inspire
a oneness of purpose and encourage unity ot

action, especially among the newly enfranchised
people of the Reconstructed States. Reinetu
bering the past history of the Republican party,
and recognizing what it has done for the colored
people of the nation, the Nkw National Era
will give its hearty support to that party without
.... tl:. .i.j i . . .1 r» 1 1
rr?«trrvt*. iuis pieuge 01 nueniy io tup uepuoir
can party is given under the conviction, and
with the assurance, that in the tuture, as in the
past, that party will be the steadfast and inflexible

support of those principles of justice and
liberty which have now become a part of the

organic law of the land.

THE EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

By education the people of a free Government,
such as ours is intended to be, are better quali
fled to discharge their duties to the Stute,
and to one another. The nation will ever find
its surest safeguard in the intelligence of iu.
voting masses, and the journal which would promotethe highest good of government and people
must lend its energies and its power to the work
of educating that people. Especially is the
agency of the press needed by that portion of
the people, colored and white, who, either
in slavery or under the ban of its blighting influences,have been deprived of the opportunities
enjoyed by their more favored brethren of the
free States.
The Freedmen's Bureau had under its charge

during the past year, as shown by the lasfrannual
report, 114,523 colored pupils in the day schools
and 89,731 in the Sunday schools, employing
6,050 teachers. About 190,000 of these pupils
were slaves at the commencement of the war.

The educutioual department of this paper will
contain matter prepared and selected with -specialreference to the capacities and needs of this
large number of pupils and teachers, thereby
making the Nkw National Eka a valuable an*.

~

iliary iu the scheme of education.
THE INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT.

The industrial interests of the colored people
will claim and receive a large share of our at
tention. We adopt the following extracts from
the address promulgated by the Colored Labor
Convention held iu this city iu December last, as

indicating the views and policy of the Nkw N %rtONAi.Eka on this subject:
"For our own good and the welfare of our

country iu all things pertaining to her material
and moral well being, we seek a better and
broader opportunity to gain knowledge in the
fields of agricultural, mechanical, commercial,
Artistic, and professional labor, and this knowledgewe would energise, direct, and make more
largely effective through the enlightening and
sanctifying influence ot education. Our mottoes
ire liberty and labor, enfranchisement and edu
atiou! The spelling-book and the hoe, the
iiammer and the vote, the opportunity to work
iiid to rise, a place 011 which to stand, and to
ne and to do, we ask for ourselves and children
is the means in the use of which, under (iod,
ve are to compass these achievements which
uruish the measure, the test, and justification
if our claim to impartial treatment and lair
lealing.
"That this end may be reached, we ask, first

>f all, that trades be opened to our children,
md that they be given the benefit of a just and
equitable system of apprenticeship ; iu the sec
>nd place, that for every day's labor given we
>e paid full and fair remuneration, and that no
iveuue of honest industry be closed against us ;
ind thirdly, since we believe that the intelligence,the elevation, and happiness of all people
lepends in no small degree upon the diversity>f their iudusdrial pursuits, we a*k that we

. nf/vab % ark t L A t\ » I n t t tt » A 4L aa I. * I-
Uttj wuia in 1.11c jjitmiug uiuicj n uriutfr privai*
>r governmental, in the factory, the foundry, the
workshop, upou the railroad, the canal, the f
iver, the steamboat, in the warehouse, the sture,
wherever labor is to be doue and an able and
aithful workman is wanted we conceive that
re may claim a place without distinction as to
iur color or former condition, since all that can
»e demanded by the employer is ability, faithulperformances of the contract made, and tht
mployee reasonable treatment and the compenationpromised. Hence, while we condemn that
pirit which in its proscriptire regulations denies
s industrial opportunity and the fruits of honest
ail, we rejoice iu all those evidences of prosecutivegood which we and other laboring classes
ee iu the erection of factories and foundries in
larylaud, Virginia, Keutucky, Missouri, Tenessee,Georgia, and Alabama, promising that
ur strong and labor-hardened hands, our intel- i '

»ctual powers, quickened by the iutlueuces ol
ducation,audour purposes made doubly earnest
y considerate treatment and the prospect ol
ist compensation, shall all be given to the de- 1

elopment of the industrial resources of our
jveral States in the interest of our emvilovers." 1

The Niw National Era will be made a desiiblevisitor for the family and the tireaide, and 1

e earnestly appeal to our friends everywhere 1

aid us by their subscriptions and their intiuice.kj
N

1 he subscription price of the New National
ka will be $2.60a year for siugle subscriptions. 0

' 5 copies for $10, in advance.
Address
ublislier* NEW NATIONAL ERA,

s
Lock lto\ Xo, 31. i

Wasbinutow, Sept. 1, 1870. <
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE

NATIONAL LABOR UNION.
ARTICLE I.

Section 1. This organization shall be known m the N*tional LhIm.i Union, and it* jurisdiction ahall Iw cuatiiiwi tothe United States.
ARTICLE II.

Szr, t Tli« National I<abor Union shall be compeared of
n< L organization* a* may now or hereafter exist, having . »rtheir olijfct tli* amrlioration and adroni'nm^nt of Mia condition»f those who lals»r for a tin inc.Bm %, Bach erpwiawttew shallmmMMIimm repreaentali**, and each Stat* l*l>or Union to thra> for the Stat* atlarge in the National Ijtbir Union, provided that representative*derive their election direct from the organization th*yclaim to represent.

ARTICLE III.
Sue. 1. The officers of the National Labor Union shall heelected annually on the third day of the sesaion, and shallli'ild their fin e until their *»n. are duly elected. Theyshall con*i»t of a President. Vice President, Recording andAssistant Secretary, Treasurer,and an F.xecutive Commit teaif nine member*.
Pre *<!. The above-named officers shall constitute a Bureauof Labor.
Szc S There shall be one Vice Preeidetit for each State,Territory, and the District of Columbia, to be cboeen by theState Labor Unions where they exist. Whifr there are noPlate Labor Union*, by the State Lahor Convent ions at their

next meeting preceding the annual meetiug of the NationalLabor Union. Il neither elect a Vise President, then theNational Lalmr Union shall have power to appoint at theirregular annual meeting.
Pec 4. The Bureau of Labor shall he located in the city ofWashington, D C.

ARTICLE IV.
Src. 1 The President shall preside at ail meeting* of theNational Labor Uuioti and the ..r i -1- . "

. v. uwin/i, *uu urp"
wrvc orler itnd enforce the laws. He shall sign all ordersfor money drawn on the Treasurer by the Secretary, and beth>* custodiau of the seal, which shall be affixed to all dorumentsemanating from his office, and perforin anch otherduties as may be required of him by the Bureau of Labor,and the (liferent of the Tar oiis organization* in the severalStates demand.

8Kc.'i. Tlo- Vice President shall, in the absence or disabilitiesof the President, perform the duties of his ofllca.
ART It LIS V.

8*»\ 1. The Recording Secretary shall keep a corract accountof the proceedings of the Natioual l*ahor Union audBureau of Labor, lie «h til till all blauks, and write all ordersfor money on the Treasurer. He shall keep a debitand credit account, and shall report the condition 01* thefinances at each meeting of the Bureau of l.at»or, aud perform such other set vice as may be required by the Nat oualLalsir Uuiou and Bureau of Lals»r. lu his abseuce ths AsaMaalImdaiJ shall perform the duties of his office.
ARTICLE \ L

Sir 1 The Tres-urer shall receive all moneys, pay allhills and orders that may be drawn on him, aud properlyattested, lie shall keep a debit and credit accoiiut, aud reportst each meeting of the Bureau of Labor. He uiay be
require*I to * ire such bonds with sin h security as the Burrau
ilia* I e.iu: l e

ART1CLK VII.
Stc. I The Bureau of Lal-or shall meet at least once in

ra< h mouth, at such time aud places a* the int. rest ot theUniou may require. They shall till all vacancies in said Bateau.They shall have power to grant charters to the variousorgs ii IEmlions in the different States. In connectionwith the Pieeideut they shall advise and superintend the or1gaai/ttiou of I.uboi Unions, laud, loan, building, and co1operative associations g. uerally, in the different State*.They -hall inquire into and inform the various organizations
as to when, where, and how money can be ..Ltaiued, in what
sum*, and at what rate of interest, and what security will
be required. 1 hey-hall give especial attention to protectingIks rights ill tki wafkispsn if the various organizations
. bartered by the National Labor Uuiou* in bringing to jnstic*those who may rob theui of their wages, the bringingStoat such legislation in the several States ss may bene
cessary for the interest aud advancement of the condition
of the laboring classes.

Sec. 2. They shall regulate the salary of the President,Secretary, anil such other officers as tuay be necessary to acicomplish the object* of the National Labor Union.
Sac. I Tln-> r-halI report n n n u* 11 y to the Natioual LaborUnion the condition of the various organizations, also the

general coudiliuu of colored labor in the United States, withjsuch n* oiuwendations as they may thiuk ueceasary.Sko. 4. They shall, in connection with the Presidont, act a*
agents for the securing of employ ment, to labor of all kinds, jaud its transfer Iroiu one State to another.

S*C. 5. All communications in relation to business perltaiuing to the Lat>or Union or Bureau of Labor, must bemarked on tin- eu*e|ope "olfcial,'"and addressed to ths President,p .-1 Offc Km W, Ua-h.ugtou.D.C
ARTICLE VIII.

Sec. I. Seven members, m any organization, shall be sufficientto apply foi a charter, which shall be grauted #u the
payment of five dollars.
SEC.2. It shall be the duly of each organization to preparean auuual statement of the condition of said organisation,with sueh other lufcrwllnn as may be to the int*rost ofwoikiuguieu, and forward it to the Buieati at least onemouth before the uieetiug of the Natioual Labor Uuiou, thatthe reports may be printed for the nee and heuefit ot th*National Labor OslMI at it* annual meetings.

ARTICLE IX.
Sec 1 Each local organization or representative shall payatux of ten cents annually per member. The tax of an organizationshall be paid on the presentation of the credential*of the delegate; and uo delegate shall be allowed totake part in the deliberations ol the Union until th« tax tspaid.

ARTICLE X
Sec. 1. The meeting of the National Labor Uuioo shall b«held on the second Monday of December in each year; andshall commence its seesion at I'd M.
Sec. 1 Special meetings of the National Labor Unions maybecalled by the President, upon the request ot the Bureau otLabor.

ARTICLE XI .Order or Bcsiwes*.
1. Report of Committee on Credentials.
*. IVMI U1 UlOUUeirS.

. Keadiug of minutes.
4 Report of Bureau of Utiwr.
5. Report of standing imi special committee*.

Report of local organization*.
7. Unfinished business.
8. New busiuess.

Adjournment.
ARTICLE XII.

Site. 1. This Constitution shall only he altered or atneudedat the regular annual meetings of the National Labor Luiouby a two-third vote of all member* preseut.

Prnsprclu* of f lie National Labor (ulon andKorean of Labor of (be I'nlltd Slates ofAmerica.
fellow Citizens and Working men of the United State* :The question of the hour is. How can the workiugmanbest improve bis condition ? This question is uot onlj beingagitated in the United States, but throughout the civilizedworld. The universal law of our existence is : ''In the sweatof thy face thou shalt eat thy bread." We desire to impressyou with this fact, that it is a Divine law, that we uiust labor,and that the comforts of life can ouly be attained byhonest, patient toil.

It should be the aim of every man to become a capitalist;that is, every man should try and receive an exchange for htslabor, which, by proper economy and investment, will, tuthe future, place him in the position of those on whom he ia
uow dependent for a living. At least it should be your aspirationto become the owner of your own homestead amiplace that homestead beyoud the reach of want aud poverty.As working men we can ouly possess these blessings by beingindustrious with our braius aud bauds, temperate tu our
nanus, aim W'UU'tnilCHI Willi <>ur means.

It it» the duty of our National Labor Union, and more particularlythe Bureau or Labor created by your delegate* assembledfroiu nearly every tftate iu the Union, to advise with
you upou the beet and most speedy mean* to better yourcouditiou in the United State*.
He l«>ok with paintul emotions upon the present conditioaiof colored labor 111 the several State*. Disorganised, poorlypaid, assaulted, and. iu many cases, totally indifferent to its

owu welfare. Alter a careful survey and consideration otthis vital question, in which we have consulted the wisdomaud experience ot the most profouud economists and laborreformers of our titues.
We advise you, 1st, to immediately organize,because labot

cau only protect itself wheu organized ; that is, by being organizedthoroughly, you have the command of capital. Youreceive better pay tor your labor. You tearu where and boa
to invest your labor to better advantage. You learu that
value of the capital invested w ith your labor.bow to respectthat capital, aud make that capital respect your labor. You
learu how and where to create employment, to give yourselves work wheu jolt are debarred by oppoaite combinations.You learu the wants of your fellow workmen andhow to provide for thaui.

Iu a word, without organization, yon stand in danger of
being exterminated. You cannot expect to be profitablyemployed, and the trades will soon die out iu the race.With organization you will hud employment, you will fores
opposite combinations to recognize your claims to work
without restriction because ot our color, aud open the waytor your children to learu trades aud move forward iu the
enjoyment of ail the rights of American citizenship. How
shall you organize? We answer call a general meeting of the
woi kiiiguicu in every city and tow n, aud after discttsstugthe mi portAlice of organization, appoint a committee of one
tiotn each branch of trade or labor represented, to prepare
a plan for organisation. \\ heu they have reported a plan,
then appviiut y our committee on constitution and permanent
orgaui/atiou. Wheu they report, proceed immeiiately to
form yourselves into an association, send a Copy of yoatconstitution and list of officers to the Bureau of Labor, hod
get your ch»»i ter. We would advise, where there is a surtuientnumber of any particular branch, that they organizeseparate associations. As each man d« sue* to follow thatbusiness for whi< h he has been sducated. A* a Couslitutioufor tbe government of a carpenters' aaso. latiou will notsiiitfor tbe government ot a laborers' assoc iation, it is ispoitanttliatyou organize each I ranch separately, five m« aof auy one branch organized, cau accomplish more iu fhsluterevl ot that paiticular branch, thau bellig u*Sociatr-dwith tive bundled men of several hrauchss Mixed organizationshave aiw ays proven disasterous to the labor reform
DIUtDIUfDl, except ID aelegated bodies The above OTgauixatiOus referred to, are simple organizations tor lb* prut<ctiou oi labor »uJ * <*g-s.
W e v*..ulJ call your attention to, <tud advise, 2nd that youform yourwUcs iuto co-operative Xrades byAafcl^ * *"-**

thosetftflbo most in-nellrUl ms(a'i»IioiiI tf
tlif\ loouire mm ti ludtnient. and intellectual aio^Anzi ^

"

theui a luoyM. Tln-v a*eui to be a necessity at se* .piu order to furnish employ uieut to colored men .2 *
9States id the Ijuiou We could uot furutsh a g«n«'ra^^hqm^L ^organization. Kach particular association must l-e

ail l.y special rules We can only advise you how to org.lie, when you iufwrm the Bureau what you propose toor^n «ize. We can but say the geueral priuciple ut, for sacjQ mat*to take a given amount ot stor k, aud pay that in vrsekly ormonthly installments until lliey have < uough to commenceI'Uaiiuss with, so that, by a coiutiiuatiou ot tueii money andlabor,they will toriu a capital and basines* that will givethem an tudepeudeut living, in organizations of thia kind
no restrictions should be placed upon parties investing, becauseot their ether relations. Let any man who will, take
an interest with you.

3. We should adrts» you to organize Building and LandAssoc iations These can easily be established iu counectiouwith your "Trades and Labor Unions," and will havs aleudeucy to strengthen and perpetuate them. Kxperiencehas proved that all meu can. by the agency of a well regulatedbuilding association, buy a house tor what he would
pay reut for one. We shall be pleased to advise you uponthe most unproved plaus of organization.

4. In order to ertt-ct a more thorough organization of the
colored worktngtiion of the tinted Mates, and adrise aud
cnliahtcu them upon all questions affecting their interest,
ind battle with the ptejuvinas tuanilestedbecause of our peculiarposition, the National Labor Couveutiou Las adoptedthe >KW Km, a weekly journal published iu the city of
Waslnugtou. as the organ of the Colored Workmgmeu of ',a4Cuiteil Males. It shall lw? our object to keep joti lUf
ts to the coudition of the tr.ulee in eweb Slate, rates ^ wages,demand for labor, value *f real estate, forms organize
lion, an I to meet all vjueations. national and iooal, affectingthe interest Of the workiugiuea.
The necessity for such a paper is adumted by all whs srwthe least acquainted with our preseut disorganized conditiou,cud a* »t i» barely possible to die -.umect our labor and social

interest troiu out political, vte shall at all times, when the
necessity demands, take a decided stand iu advising you uponill questions that w»il be to your lnturest aa a race, and tothe g h>.1 of oar common country.
As *6 shall have one or more agents, who shall travel inind through all the Statue to a sist you m organizing all theleuartmeuts of labor, we hol e that ever* ..»» .»-

/ u Will UlMkVliiuet-lf h«» ajcent to take tbv i>itpor,kn(l sr.- that hut neighboria» oue aba', until it way l>e touud iu every house iu thevuntry.
tiur oooree i* onward Let every man put hie shoulder tolit) whMl. and victory and uco-ae will perch upon our ban

ters. All communication* luuet be marked ' official,n an JtlilrfMal to T 0. HttltlNtu, Washington. D. C.P S..Your attention is par tic uiarly invited to the Couetaiittouof th*-National Labor I uk-u, published iu Wis pie«^vhua" of ll»«" Convention.
Isaac Mtcas,
Okoruc T bowmixe, Fice y*e«uit**^*wis H. Domtaa*. &cr*6ury.Ch iRLKs U. Ptraas AttiXanl MtorttaryCoUM Cacsoa, rreuowrvr.

KXBCCtlvE OOnWttTM
*11* Mm tin, lion 0. 11 Uawiltou, J-jfcp H BulUr.utdiC Wntf, t! M. liabM.u, Cewrge Myer*.mtbouy BoWfu, b M Simuu, f. 6. Barbedo**.apT-drn.


